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RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE

OlIC legislatures to discuss
anti-blasphemy

Margareth S. Aritonang
THE JAKAR A POST/JAKARTIA

The House of Representatives
(OPR) has decided to follow up a
proposal for an international anti-
blasphemy provision by garnering
support from legislatures through-
out the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation (OTIC).

The need for an international
anti-blasphemy provision was men-
tioned by President Susilo Bambang
Yudhovono in his address to the 67™%
session of the United Nations Gener-
al Assembly in New York in October:

As the President’s call received
short shrift from other govern-
ments, the House has initiated work
with the foreign legislative bodies to
create a “collective understanding”
about blasphemy at a parliamentary
event on interfaith dialogue sched-
uled for Tuesday and Triday in Bali.

HHouse Speaker Marzuki Alie
said that the gathering aimed to en-
courage cach respective parliamen-
tary body te produce, among other
things, legislation that would not
tolerate any justification  for blas-
phemy, even democracy.

“Blasphemous acts arc often tol-
erated in the name of democracy.
Democracy is also cited to prohibit
a governinent punishing a citizen
who insults a certain religion. We
thinlc it’s inappropriate to use free-
dom of religion to validate blasphe-
mous acts. Therefore, all countries
need to have the same understand-
ing [on blasphemyl,” Marzuki told
reporters on Monday.

“Tt’s the government that often

encourages meetings to

endorse
such an anti

blasphemy protocol.
Tt’s time for the world's legislative
bodies to follow suit so that we can
produce legislation encou
ligious harmony
countries,” the

politician added.
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Concurring with Marzuli, Taw-
maker Hayono Isman from the
House’s Commission I on foreign
affairs said that the move was also
“s response to a call by the United
Nations secretary-general [Ban Ki-
moorn} for the House to play a more
active role in nurturing religious tol-
erance in the country”.

While the Indonesian govern-
ment and lavwmakers believe in the
urgency of sctting legal guidelines to
counter blasphemy internationally,
the UN’s rights body has deemed
Tndonesia’s existing laws on such

matters, suchras the 1965 Blasphemy

T.aw and a 2008 joint ministerial de-
cree, as discriminatory against reli-
gious minorities.

The UN has continued to call on
Indonesia to amend or repeal such
discriminatory laws after the gov-
ernment’s refusal to adopt such a
recommendation following a UN
quadrennial rights summit in Ge-
neva, Switzerland, last IMlay.

Through its high commissioner
on human rights, Navanethem Til-
lay, the UN has again urged the
Tndonesian government to amend
or repeal all laws and regulations
deemed discriminatory against reli-
gious minorities groups or risk the
country’s pluralist nature being hi-
jacked by religious extremists.

Marzuki refused to comment on
Pillay’s call, saying that the decision
would be made later after the four-
day interfaith gathering in Bali.
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