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The House has only one more
sitting period for 2017-2018, which
starts on May 18. Bambang said,
however, that lawmakers would
focus on deliberating the draft
2019 state budget hill, in which
they have proposed a Rp 2 trillion
(US$144.3 million) allocation in-
crease to construct a new building
and renovate their offices.

For 2019, the House Legislative
Body (Baleg) proposed a Rp 7.7
trillion allocation, far higher than
Rp 5.7 trillion it received in 2018.

The Indonesian Forum for Bud-
get Transparency (Fitra) has also
criticized the House, saying its poor
performance was notinline with ts
aggressive demand for more funds.

“The House should be ashamed
for asking for an increase in

funds,” Fitra researcher Gunardi
said recently.

He further said the implication of
some lawmakers in criminal cases,
including corruption, had tainted
the House’s image; not to mention
the fact that its speaker had been
changed three times in four years.

Gerindra Party lawmaker Mu-
hammad Syafi’i said it was not the
elections that had disrupted the
House’s legislative performance
but the political dynamics.

“We often take hours and even
days to discuss only one sentenc-
es in an article, pending delib-
eration again and again until we
reach one voice. That takes time.
But that’s how we produce a law
with good quality. It’s not only
about the quantity,” said Syafi'i.


http://www.tcpdf.org

