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Race heats up for next TNI commander

House of Representatives waiting for President Jokows nomination

NericaLai

The Jakarta Post/ lakarta
Speculation over the next Indo-
nesian Military (TNT) command-
er Lo succeed Air Chief Marshal
Hadi Tjahjanto, who will etire in
November, has intensified, with
lawmakers saying they expect
President Joko “Jokowi" Wido-
do to soon nominate his candi-
date of choice to the House of
Representatives.

The 2004 TNI Law stipulates
thatits chiefcanbe rolated among
Hag officers who hold or have held
chief-of-staff positions within the
three military services: the Army,
the Air Force or the Navy. The
2004 law also mandates the Pres-
identtoseek the House's approval
before inaugurating the new TNI
commander.

House Speaker Puan Maharani
has emphasized that Jokowi had
the “prerogative right” to nomi-
nate the next TNI commander.

“The House hopes that whoev-
er is nominated by the President
as the TN commander is the best
candidate for the TNI and for
the people,” Puan, who is also an
Indonesia Democratic Party of
Struggle (PDI-P) politician, said
inastatementon Monday.

She went on to add that she
expected Jokowi to send an of-
ficial letter soon to the House
nominaling his TNI commander
candidate, given that the House
will enter into a recess period
onOct. 7.

Separately, House  Deputy
Speaker and Gerindra Party poli-
tician Sufmi Dasco Ahmad also
said on Monday that the House

had yet to receive the President’s

nomination letter.

Analysts believe it will be a
two-horse race between Army
chiet of staff Gen. Andika Perkasa
and Navy chiefof stalf Adm. Yudo

Margono.

Air Force chief of staff Air Chief
Marshal Fadjar Prasetyo, mean-
while, has an outside chance of
earning Jokow('s nomination be-
cause of a post-New Order tra-
dition that- rotates the highest
NI position among the armed
services.

The post-New Order conven-

tion was for: the TNI chief to be
rotated in an Army-Navy-Army-
Air Force pattern, after the top
post had been filled by Army gen-
erals for the entirety of former
president Socharto’s 32 years in
power, Jokowi broke the-con-
vention in 2015 when he nomi-

nated then-Army chief of staff
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Moeldoko, who also came from
the Army.

Defense analyst of research
institute’ LAB 45 Andi Widja-
janto pointed out that the 2024
election would likely cast a long
shadow over Jokowl's decl-
sion to nominate a particular
candidate.

“Jokowd will rely on [the next
TNI commander] heing able to
carry out operations to main-
tain political stability [in the pe-
riod leading up to the 2024 elec-
tions] alongside the police,
said Andi, who is also an advis-
er Lo the Executive Office of the
President (KSP).

“Normally, this would go to the
Army as it has more depth in con-
trolling territory.”

However, he pointed out that
Andika would reach the manda-
tory retirement age of 58 years
old at the end of 2022, meaning
his service, if appointed by the
President and approved by the
House, would be shorter than
that of Yudo, who s due to retire
at the end of 2023,

Andi-said a scenario in which
the TNI commander had to be re-
placed as political tensions rose
with the approaching elections
was “less than ideal”.

Khairul Fahmi, military expert
of the Institute for Security and
Strategic Studies (ISESS), con-
curred with Andi, saying that that
trust was likely to be “a decid-
ing factor” for Jokowi in picking
someone Lo lead such a strategic

institution as the armed forces.

Andika, who was the Presiden-
tial Security Detail (Paspampres)
commander in Jokowd’s first
tert, was promoted by the Presi-
dent as the Army chief of staff in
2018, ahead of the 2019 presiden-
tial and legislative elections.

He is the son-in-law of former
State Intelligence Agency (BIN)
chief Hendropriyono, a confidant
of Jokowi and long-time friend
of PDI-P chairwoman Megawati
Soekarnoputei,

Yudo, meanwhile, was a Joint
Defense Area Command (Ko-
gabwilhan) 1 chief based in Riau
Tslanids between 2019 and 2020,
He was in charge of transform-
ing the former athletes’ village
in Kemayoran, Central Jakarta,
into an emergency hospital for
COVID-19 patients and brief-
1y managed the hospital in the
early months of the pandemic
last year.

Regardless of who will eamn
Jokowi's nomination, military
expert of Paramadina Univer-
sity Anton Aliabbas said that the
new TNI commander would have
a tough challenge overseeing
the modernization of the coun-
try's aging defense equipment
amid pandemic-related budget
constraints.

“The new TNI commander
and defense minister will need
to work out schemes to modern-
ize the primary weapons sys-
temt in the midst of a pandemic,”
Anton said.
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