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House passes law to
curb sexual violence

Legislation grants

The Jakarta Post/Jakarta
The House of He |nu~.(‘nt.nlk\c
passed on Tuesdaw a highl
pated sexual violence bill into law
which provides a comprehensive
legal framewor
cxual violence,

oSt Tormms.of Protectiom for
surviver

The law sccured wide approv-
al from lawmakers and the gov-

ernment in a plenary meeting
witnessed by a broad network of
women's rights activists.

Willy Aditya, a NasDem Party
|m also led the legis
ative working group to deliber
ate the bill i.ll:dunl the lawmaking
process as a “model” for meaning-
ful civice engagement.
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At one point during Tuesday’s
plenary., PKS lawmaker Al M
zammil Yusul declared that the
sexual violence law by itselfwould
engender “dangerous meaning™
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of the Criminal Code revisic
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held meectings that stretched into
the weekend to answer an appeal
by President Joko “Jokowi™ Wido-
do in January to p the bill.

House Speaker Puan Mahara
ni, heir apparent to the Indone-
sian Democratic Party of Struggle
PRIy leadership, followed up
on Jokowi's statement by promis-
ing to have it passed in one of the
legislative sitting periods this ye
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The law received wide public
ise for including progressive

ons for protecting victims
sxual violence, including the
imposition of restraining orders
on the alleged perpetrator, I also
acknowledges the uneqgual power
slations between victim and per-
et
The newly passed Law contains
93 articles and 12 chapters that
cover everything from the type
of sexual violence subject to the
and the integration of s
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The law also stipulates services
to help victims recover from trau-
ma, which w nvolve work by
law enforcers and health workers,
among others.
The government and ewmalk-
ers also sousht to ensure that vic
tims receive compensation from
vietim trust fund, to be set up by
the Finance Mini
The compens: fund  will
be built from fines ed to the
perpetrator, but also from public
donations, philanthr
porate soc
tives and nonbinding
sources, according to the law.
Vietims can receive restitution
in the amount determined by
decision. If the fine is larger
hat is owed to the victim,
the difference is to be deposited
nlL() the victim trust fund
stitution, if a perpetr
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“We will  communicate  the

contents of the law | so that it
nay s be usced with the boe
interests of the victims in mind

she told the press after the ple
nary mecting in Scnayan, South
Jakart,

While the law excludes coerced
abortion and provides little men-
tion of rape, Deputy Law and Hu-
man Rights Minister Edward OS

Lic aid these points would
be stipulated in the revision of the
Crimin Code, which
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