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House’s proposal to expand
police authority raises alarm

Nina A. Loasana

The Jakarta Post/Jakarta

Human rights groups and critics
have demanded that the House
of Representatives drop a plan
to revise the 2002 Police Law
that they say will give the police
sweeping authority over cyber-
space and in conducting sur-
veillance and intelligence work

Over the past few years, calls
for police reform grew louder
following reports of the po-
lice using excessive force and
a number of scandals involv-
ing high-ranking officers from
drug trafficking to bribery and
a murder.

But the latest bill that will
revise the police law, which is
currently being discussed in
the House, does not address
a major underlving problem:
how to make the police more
accountable for their actions.

Civil groups said the hbill
would instead further increase
the potential for abuse of pow-
er amid a shrinking civic s pace.

A draft of the bill amending
the police law obtained by The

Jakarta Post contains a provi-
sion that gives the police the
power to “block and cut off ac-
cess to cyberspace” in matters
of national security or to pre-
vent cybercrimes.

Wahwvudi Djafar of think tank
Institute for Policy Research
and Advocacy for Society (El-
sam) s aid the provision was too
vague and potentially violated
the freedom of expression and
rights to information.

“The bill fails to explain
what constitutes a threat to
national security, which means
that the police could have full
discretion to make that call. It
would pave the way for the po-
lice to silence critics,” Wahvyu-
di said on Friday.

He said that taking down
content that violates the law
should be done on a case-by-
case basis—which is current-
Iv regulated by the Electronic
Information and Transactions
(ITE) law—and not by im-
posing a blanket ban on the
internet.

Continued on page 11



KLIPING PERPUSTAKAAN DPR-RI

http://kliping.dpr.go.id

House s proposal to exppand
rolice authority Taises alarrn

Coarrt irmil et Frorrr e ge A

SAenorther comtrrowversial prowi-—
siormn irn thee bill allowws thwe police
T rmomnidtor cybers pace withaowa i
specifyvinmng how amnd wwihwern Tthey
are doid ne s o.

WWalhvyuadili said the bill wwowuld
= 1w the police Tor CarTy ol
mass surveillance on the publiic,
Ppoterntially wiolating the recemnt-—
Iw passed Persomnal Data Proteoc-—
Ty .o,

T he bB2ill saws that the police
Ccarn rmonitor cwyberspace, but ic
Fails To create guidelimes To e —
sure rhartr aurthorities do Mot W -
olate our rights to privacwy. The
bill also doesmn”t s peciffy howvw far
thre police c@mr & iry rmaoryd Tor rd e
oaar Ccyber acrivities amnd omn whhar
basis [Tthew can do so].,.”™ he said.

Trate lligemnce oS

T he bill also gives the police
Thie authority To wiretap and se —
cretly imtercept OOyl i caticor
dewvices .

It allows the police To canr—
v out intellizence operartiors
T Pprewernt armnd rmitigate achiwvwid —
ties deermed o pose a thhreat o
matiornal security, inncluadimngs by
sunrwed Ilim e Foreigmers wis itirg
Thy e COoOrl Pt N.

T he bhill saws thhat these op-
ermtions must be comduacted by
mpholdims huaurman righits st@ars -
dards and throuash coordinaticon
wwrith imrellisence asmencies .

Scill, it is Coru-—
i1 pol T
yra e
surwveillamn oce
o dre The al» —
sence of lawvws that
megul late i e o r—
=5 Fat=g EXaTal irvte r—
e T ATy =t & OO ETR—
mmunicartions, saikd
IDirmas Baglls AArwa
of rights gsrouwu o the
Cormmmissior Tor
MAissirme P s O rms
aAarnd Wicrirnms of Wi -
olemnce (FEormtr@as_

“Abroad, the police meed @ wwar—
rzamt frorm @ couurt to bhe abh e to e —
sally wiretap s ormeore. Buat here
rhe Bill does ot incluude suach a
o racditiors, ey a b i rger sl e Toap o i e
WET Y P Orme To abuase . Dbirmas sabdo

Fie added Tthhat Sramntirns e
Ppoalice thhe authority To rmuarmn sSsLar—
weillamoce operations wowuald cre—
Aate an owverlap with thhe State Ty —
tellisence Asency (BIMN), thereby
imcreasings the risk of Ffr@ictrtiomn
bertweery The Prolice Aarnd orkher
state inmnstitutiorns .

It is guite problermatic Ccorx—
siderimng that thheaere has mot been
Ay Fforrmm of evaluation or auc-—
countability Ffor undercowver o —
lice operaticons.,” Dirmas saicl .

I s «preF e
o lecrrrar i c
cortsicler-irrcy Claucxi
tFfrere Froaxs reoid
Becerr cx ey forrrre
o f ever l vece €F orr o
exccCarrerr e Eri Ity _ffire-
e rrefer-cover prodice
o pre e CE orrr s

Recenmntly, thhe police srabbedd
mxartioral arrtention Fol low irge e —
Pports thhart rmembers oFf the Dery —
Ssus 88 CcoOoOunNnterfterrOorisiT Soguiacd
allegedly spied o assisttamnt at-—
Torrmey gsemneral Ffor extraordina@ars.
crirmes Febri Sardiamsyah, who is
leadimngs rmultiple i mnves tigation s
dimater rrmajor sraft cases_

The Fact thhat thhere has beesmn o
clear explamaticorn frorm either thae
ATtormey General™s OFfAce (S S0O)
wor the police abowut the cirowszas-—
STarmnoOes surrourndims thhe imcidenco
has stoked concerms aboutrt police
oer me o ch arrmd Fricrtiomn betwesern
The tewo institutiorns .

T 20022 the press was shocked
T discower thhat a police imtelli —
smermnce officer marmed TImmmbaranm
WATID is oo had smormne uanmndercoscer
Feorr 1 < wenars as @ jounrrzalise av che
Ppublic relevwisiorm broadcaster
T IRT i Cemntral Joaswa o

T ne Press criiticized it as =
stabte imnfAltration of a press imnsti —
tuaticrrn. Buat the police saicd LVrww —
baram wwas onily a freelamos T W
contributor— anc ot a jouarreaal—
ST ruor @ Perrrareernt e v porlo wee
The police saicd Urmbarms: wwen o
undercowver for “wvarious intelli-
Hernose reasornsT but did mot spec—
iy wwhat he was inwvestisgati me -

O riher prprobhlerrna tic Laws

T he plammed armendrment to
thhe police law cormes as lawwrrza bk —
[=F = e v rwele o Pl lic el a8 & § s BV
ower thheir efforts Lo revise oth er
piecces of lemisla-—
T e f=lal CormnmTers —
Tioms growurnds, i —
cluudims thhe 200
Taww govwermins the
ITmdomesian MAAld —
Tary (TINI) amndd cthe

2002 Broadcas ©-
Arngr T.oomwswr.
Inc is he T D=3 BN

feared thaat thue
PO oS e ol ol —

s dorm irn The TIHNIE
Binn That allovwws
=T as o A¥ .03 I e -

sormrmel To ooCoul s
PoOositions §imn amny rministry or i —
sStitwuticorns wwowlol poase e wwwoawe
foor thye rmilitary Lo rettarry o od —
willicarn affairs.

T Fue rewision To Thie T roand —
CasTirner | == rmearnww il e, has
beemn criticized by jourmalist or—
samnmizations for stiflimg frececdo
of the press through wvague proao —
wisiomns, includinsgs ome thhew fear
woea bad (=S o =} imnwvestisatiwve v r—
Tralisrm o Sorese .

T he drafring of rthesae hills aracd
Tthhe police bill followed a pat-
Term that critics hawve described
Aas ummndermocratic becauuse of a
Tack of trams paremcy” and rmashed
deliberaticomn that larmely skirts
prublic participaticor.


http://www.tcpdf.org

