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Prabowo’s nephew to remain
in government after transition

Iemni € hifari

The Jakarta Post/Jakarta

Finanmnce Minister 5Sri Mulyamni
Indrawati has signalled that
her deputy Thomas “Tommy™
Djiwandono will likely remain
in the ministry after presidemnt-
elect Prabowo Subianto takes
office on COct. 20.

In her closing statement for
a meeting on Wednesday with
the House of Representatives”
Commission X1, which oversees
financial affairs, Sri Mulyvani
pointed her right elbow at Tom-
my and said: “Please look after
my deputy minister Pak, he’s the
one who will carry on,” with an
air of plavfulness.

Howewver, she refrained from
elaborating on what she exactly
meant by thatr—wherher Tormmy
wiould continue as the deputy
minister or take up the mantie
in the next administration.

Tommy is Prabowo's mephew.
He is the son of Soedradjad D ji-
wandono, who married Prabo-
wo's sister Biantiningsilh Mider-
awati Djiwandono. His father
was a central bank govermor in
the 1990s during the New Order
era and is currently the seneral
treasurer of Prabowo's own Ger-
indra Party.

Tommy was sworn in to his
post on July 18 and said in his
inavgural speech that his ap-
pointment “showed the conti-
nuity™ between the outgoing
and incoming governments.

Dolfie Othniel Frederic Palit,
deputy chair of House Commis -
sion M1 answered with an egual
light-heartedness: “Bou Minis-
ter’s closing [statement] is as if

we're mnot going to hawve anorther
meeting with Bu Minister™.

Dolfie who is also an Indone-
sian Demoocratic Party of Strag -
gle ((PDI-P) politician contin-
wmwed, “"We srill have Two more
meetings [together]™, and the
roorm was flled with laughter.

Sri MMulyani was also accocom-
panied by another deputy min-
ister, Suahasil Nazara, and their
subordinates. She opened her
statement by introducing Tom-
my o the lavwmakers given that
it was his first meeting with the
House as deputy minister.

“IHouse Commiss ion o |
members] will get familiar with
FPak Tormmmy. We call him Tomrmy
even though his mname is Thom-
as.™ said the minister during the
meetinmg.

Sri Mulvani said separately
omn July 18 that Tormmy wwoow o
focus on formulating the up-
coming 2025 srtate budgetr pro-
posal, which is to be Prabowo's
firsT state budget as president.

“With Adfas Thomas around,
everything is easier because
commumnication is automatical-
Iv established.,” said Sri Mulyvani.

In July, President Toko “Tokowi™
Widlodo also svwore in Sud aryomo,
Prabowao's former aide, as deputy
agriculture minister

As both Thomas amnd Sudarmyy-
ono have close ties to Prabo-
wor, some viewed their appoint-
ments as a lean into nepotisrm
and cromnyismme.

Jokowi made similar moves by
recrnuiting Rosan Roeslani as in-
wvestment minister and Bahlil La-
hadalia as energy and mineral re-
sources minister, mere weeks fromm
the power ransition in October.


http://www.tcpdf.org

