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House to hold confirmation hearings for top KPK picks

Continued from page 1

“Tt will be & gradual process that
lasts until Thursday, with around
four to five candidates heard each
day” Commission Il chairman
Habiburokhman, who hails from
the Getindra Party, said on Friday
after a coondination meeting with
the House leadership to discuss
the short list,

He added that each candi-
date would be allotted up to 1.5
heurs to respond 1o lawmakers'
questions, longer than the usu-
al hour-long interview, which
would allow for further discus-
sions if necessary,

“We want to fully diz into the
visions amd goals of the candi-
dates,” he said.

The KPK commissionership
candidates inchide former heads
of state institutions, such as Agus
Joko Prameno, a former deputy
chair of the Supreme Audit Agen-
oy (RPK), and Ahmad Alamsyah
Saragih, a former member of the
Indonesian Ombudsman.

The short list also includes
several law enforcement offi-
vials, including intumbent KPK
Deputy  Chairperson  Johanis
Tanak, Supreme Court Justice
[bnu Basuki Widodo and South

Kalimantan Police chief Insp.
Gen. Djoko Poerwanto,
Following the confirmation
hearings, the final selection of
five KPK commissioners and five
KPK supervisory council mems
bers are to be installed in their
new positions by the year-end,

Integrity and courage

Asthe KPK leadership seleg-
tion enters its final phase, ob-
servers have urged liwmakens
ta pick the right candidates that
would fight a good fight against
cormuption for the next five years,

“We know that since the revi-
sion of the KPK Law, the com-
mission has been castrated and
hecome very soft and compro-
mising in handling comuption
cases,” said Ujang Komanidin,
political analyst at-Jakarta's Al-
Azhar University.

Critics have lambasted the
2019 KPK Law revision, which
they said had defanged the anti-
graft hody,

Arecent survey by pollster In-
dikator Politik Tndonesia showed
that public trust in the KPK, along
with of her state instilutions, hail
continued to plummet.

Ujang said the confirmation
heatings should focus ona can-

didate's integrity and courage as
crucial values, seeing how menm-
bers of the last leadership, in-
thiding former chair Firli Bahur,
created hoth legal and ethical
problems.

Firli was named as a graft sus-
pectfor allegedly extorting mon-
ey from former agriculture min-
ister Svahrul Yasin Limpo, who
has heen convicted of hrihery for
soliciting illegal gratuities dur-
ing his tenure.

Kennetly Muslim, a political an-
alyst attndikator Politik Indone-
sia, said the selection process han-
dled by the new House was vital to
Prabown fulfilling his campaign
promise to eradicate cotmuption
a5 part of a strtegy 1o achieve
his ambitious goal of achieveing &
percent economic growth,

Jokowi's influence?

Prabowo's decision to green-
light the short list compiled
hy Jokowi has mised questions
about whether the former presi-
dent still held sway over the new
gm'ernment.

Following his inauguration on
Oct. 20, Prahowo had the pre-
togative to select the people he
helieved had a good track record
and the integrity tolead the KPK,

Kennedy said, without the for-
mer president’s influence.

“But it seems that he still
wants 1o show the public that he
respects [Jokowi's decision], and
1s reluctant to revise the short list
Jokowi submitted,” said Kennedy,

lokowi told reporters he had
signed and sent a letter contain-
ing the short list of candidates
for the KPK leadership ani su-
pervisory council to the House
on Oct. 15, live days before the
transition of power.

But the newly installed House
did not initiate a confirmation
hearing for the KPX candidates
immediatety, saying that doing
so for ashort list from the former
president might lead 1o public
protest, Commission 11T member
Sarifuddin Sudding said on Nov.
10), Tempo.co reparted.

Meanwhile, Kennedy  has
urged the public to continue
pressuring the legislature to se-
lect the hest individuals to lead
the KPK, since the short list in-
cludel questionable candidates.

“The track records of all fi-
nal candidates for KPK commis-
sioners must be scrutinized re-
gardless, to ensure that we can
restore the dignity of the anti-
corruption commission,” he said,
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