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LEGISLATION

Houseto approve mass organization bil

Margareth S, Antonang
THE JAKARTA POST/AkARTA

The House of Representatives is
set to approve a watered down yer-
sion of the controversial mass o
ganization bil in a plenary meeting
next week, after dropping the bill in
is laststting sesston in April

Chairman of the House com-
mittee defiberating the bill, Abdul

Malik Haramain, said l political

factions in the House had agreed on
the latest draf, which accommo-

dated input from criics, nchuding
the country's second largest Ilamic

group, Muhammadizh,

“We have revised the draft to in-
clude input from the public and we
can assure that the bill will ot uged
asatoolfor repression. I think those

who are still opposing the bill are

not being reasonable because we

have done autbestto accommodate
a5 many fnputs as possible;” Abdul
Malik told reporters on Thursday,

 Bowing to previous protests from
several Muslim organizations that

*were concerned the bill would pose

threats to their ideology, the bil
committee has finally included an
additional article, Article 3, which

says all organizations are llowed o

promote other ideologies as ong a§

it does hot contradict the country’s

{ounding principles of Pancasila and
the 1945 Constitution.
A ban, however, ten ains agengt

*the promationof athefsm, o

nism and Marvim.

Abdul Malik said the committee
had also added another article to ol
low mass organizations to expand
their operations abroad, as was de-
manded by Muhammadiyah.

The new draft also drops  re-

quirement for exiting mass orge-

nizatigns o regsterwih the Home

MIHISU’)
“In addition to what we" have

agréed, the billwil not mandate

existing Mmass organizations toregister
with the Home Mindstry-as they are
already registered with the Law and
Human Rights Ministry: I(§ impor-
tant for me o say this to avoid misun-
derstanding,the National Awakening
Party (PKB) politicianseid.

Right out of the nine political fac-
tions at the House have approved
the latest draft of the bl The Na-
tional Mandate Party (PAN) is the
orly faction yet to endorse the draft,
although it has basically agreed on
its Substance, _

Commitiee member ~ Ahmad
Rubai from PAN said his party is in
talks with groups opposing the bil

“Although we do support the con

tent of the bill, it 1mportan tfor us
to get support tfomal organizations
affected by it. We're stll discussing
the matter with them” Rubai said
Critics argued that the bl if en-
dorsed, would overlap with existing
laws, such as Law No. 24/2004 on
the foundation of organizatons.
Critics added the bill would also
grant the government excessive
control in cracking down on groups
deemed threats to the country’s
ideology as well as unity,
 “The bill seems to be administra-
five guidelines for all mass organi-
2ations, but it can be an instrument
fr et ¢ to control the activities

Jof mass organizations, which will

likely limit freedom o assoclation
and assembly” National Commis-
sion on Human Rights (Komnas
HAM) commissioner  Roichatul
Aswidah said.
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